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ILRI Forage Factsheet 
 
Objective 
To provide high quality forage for livestock feed in 
subhumid areas in the tropical highlands 
 
 
Description 
• Perennial, persistent climbing or trailing herb  
• Good drought tolerance 
• Grows well with tall growing grasses 
• Good tolerance to pests and diseases 
• Well adapted to low fertility acidic soils 
• Very  tolerant to heat and high degree of cold  
 
 
Limits of use 
• No tolerance to waterlogging 
• Susceptible to frost, but will recover quickly and 
well 
• Intolerant of heavy grazing 
 
 
Management 
Field preparation—well prepared and ploughed field, 
but will establish in roughly prepared areas 
 
Establishment—drill or broadcast the seed at 1 to 2 
kg/ha at a depth of 1 to 2.5 cm, lightly covered 
 
Fertilizer—responds to phosphorus and to DAP at 100 
kg/ha  
Weeding—weed once or twice during establishment. 
Excellent ability to compete with weeds 
 
Harvesting—cut above 30 cm height and avoid early 
grazing for better persistence 
 
Performance  
Expect dry matter yields below 10 t/ha increasing to 
about 15 t/ha under good management and irrigation. 
Protein level is about 12 to 23% of the dry matter 
 
This information leaflet on livestock feeds and feeding 
technologies for small-scale farmers is developed 
through collaboration between ILRI and its partners. 
 
For further information, contact     
Forage Diversity  
International Livestock Research Institute 
PO Box 5689, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Asebe Abdena 
Email: a.abdena@cgiar.org 
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